
The Church of the Holy Trinity
An Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New York December 24, 2023 at 7:00 PM

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols

Welcome to Holy Trinity
This lea�et includes an order of service for worship and
other important information.

Assistance. If you need assistance in any way, an usher
at the entrance can help you. Restrooms are located in
the Mission House building basement, accessible
through the Cloister Corridor or across the garden and
into the westernmost building.

New to Holy Trinity? We would love to be able to
greet you properly. Please �ll out a visitor card, located
in the pews, and place it in the o�ering plate or give it
to one of the clergy or ushers.

Giving. As Christians, we believe that all we have–
from our talents, to our energy, to our �nancial
resources, is a gift from God. If you would like to know
more about how to give of your talents and energy,
please let a member of our clergy know and they will
gladly connect you with the various ministries of the
parish. You can make a �nancial gift through the
o�ering plate, online at holytrinity-nyc.org or by
texting COHT316 to 73256.

Our Mission. To show and share the love of God.

Our History. Since 1899 The Church of the Holy
Trinity has opened its doors to those of the Anglican
Faith, of other faiths, and of no faith. Through
hospitality, service, and worship, we seek to “do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with God.”

Merry Christmas
A greeting from the Rector

Whether you are a lifelong Christian or this is one of
your �rst visits inside a church, please know that you are
welcome. Holy Trinity is an Episcopal Church, tracing
its roots through the Church of England and the
Catholic Church. We look for hope and love through
Jesus Christ and we try to embody that sacri�cial love in
our words and actions. Please come again, if you’re
curious or read about us on our website. Traditionally,
all baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy
Communion, but as we do not ask for proof, please
follow the Holy Spirit in making your decision to join
us.

The Reverend John F. Beddingfield, Rector

A Work in Progress. In 2024, we will celebrate our
125th Anniversary, and as with most older things, we
sometimes show our age. Especially in our Memorial
Chapel, a visitor may notice exposed brick and broken
plaster where there has been water damage. Completed
in 1899, Holy Trinity is a landmarked building and
requires particular care when repairing or renovating.
We follow a careful plan for capital repairs and continue
to make great progress. If you would like to make a gift
to help us age safely and beautifully, please know that
we are grateful. Just mark your gift “capital repairs”and
we will use it wisely, with good stewardship.. Thank you
for joining us in worshiping God “in the beauty of
holiness” (Psalm 96:9).



A Service of Lessons and Carols

Voluntary
Livre de noëls pour l’ orgue et le clavecin Jean -Francois Dandrieu (1682-1738)

44. Quand le Sauveur Jésus Christ (When the Savior, Jesus Christ)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Gerald Near (b. 1942)

Those who are able, please stand for the carol.

Carol Irby
Verse 1 is sung as a solo, verse 2 is sung by the choir; please join in singing verses 3-6.
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A Bidding Prayer
The Officiant bids the prayers of the people, concluding with “...in the words which Christ himself taught us,
saying:”

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The People are invited to be seated.
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The Invitatory
What SweeterMusic John Rutter (b. 1945)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this our heav’nly King? Awake the voice!
Awake the string! Dark and dull night, �y hence away, and give the honour to this day that sees December
turn’d to May. Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile, like a �eld beset with corn? Or smell like a meadow
newly shorn thus on the sudden? Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be: ’Tis he is born, whose
quick’ning birth gives life and lustre, public mirth, to heaven and the underearth. We see him come, and know
him ours, who, with his sunshine and his show’rs, turns all the patient ground to �ow’rs; The darling of the
world is come, and �t it is, we �nd a room to welcome him. The nobler part of all the house here is the heart,
which we will give him; and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath, to do him honour, who’s our King, and
Lord of all this revelling.

The First Lesson Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of women shall bruise the serpent’s head.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your o�spring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
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Anthem
Jesus Christ the Apple Tree Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit, and always green: the trees of nature fruitless be compared
with Christ the apple tree His beauty doth all things excel: by faith I know but ne’er can tell the glory which I
now can see in Jesus Christ the apple tree For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought:
I missed of all, but now I see ’tis found in Christ the apple tree I’m weary with my former toil; here I will sit
and rest awhile: under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree This fruit doth make my soul to
thrive; it keeps my dying faith alive: which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.

The Second Lesson Jeremiah 31:31-34
A new covenant is promised and will be written in our hearts.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the
Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Those who are able, please stand for the carol.
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Carol Divinummysterium

The People are invited to be seated.
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The Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2; 6-7
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on
them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will do this.

Anthem
MyDancing Day Gerald Near (b. 1942)

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance to see the legend of my play, to call my
true love to my dance: Sing O my love; this have I done for my true love. ThenWas I born of a virgin pure, of
her I took �eshly substance: Thus was I knit to man’s nature, to call my true love to my dance: Sing Omy love;
this have I done for my true love. In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor, this was my chance,
betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance: Sing Omy love; this have I done for my true
love.

The Fourth Lesson Micah 5:2-5a
The prophetMicah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up
until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the
people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his �ock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name
of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall
be the one of peace.

Those who are able, please stand for the carol.
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Carol St. Louis

The People are invited to be seated.
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The Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed VirginMary.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to
the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.

Anthem
There Is No Rose Margaret Burk (b. 1990)

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu: Alleluia. For in this rose contained was heaven and
earth in little space: Res miranda. By that rose we may well see that he is God in persons three: Pares forma.
Then leave we all in this worldly mirth and follow we this joyful birth: Transeamus.

The Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her �rstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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Anthem
Hodie Christus natus est Andrew Carter (b. 1939)

Hodie Christus natus est, born is a king forever blessed, welcome we now our heavenly guest, sing alleluya,
sing alleluya, sing alleluya! Allelu, allelu, alleluya! Loud, loud, loud we give praise this day of days; long, long,
long may we sing our God and King, light of life, Lord of lords. Hodie Christus natus est, born is a king
forever blessed, welcome we now our heavenly guest, sing alleluya, sing alleluya, sing alleluya! Alleluya,
alleluya! Alleluya!

Those who are able, please stand for the carol.

Carol Mendelssohn
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Hark! The herald angels sing
Paul Halley © 1993 Back Alley Music (ASCAP) (descant and organ part for verse 3)

Administered by Pelagos Incorporated

Re�ection The Rev. John F. Bedding�eld,Rector

The Peace
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

TheMinisters and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome & Announcements
The People are seated for the announcements.

The O�ertory Sentence
As the anthem is sung, an offering is received for the work and mission of the Church.
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At the O�ertory, Anthem
OMagnumMysterium Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611)

Omagnummysterium O great mystery
et admirabile sacramentum, and wonderful sacrament,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum that animals should see the new-born Lord
jacentem in praesepio. lying in a manger!
O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb
portare Dominum Jesum Christum. was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The People remain seated for the responsory.

The Responsory
O�ciant Our help is in the Name of the Lord.
People Who made heaven and earth.
O�ciant Blessed be the Name of the Lord.
People Henceforth, world without end.
O�ciant Lord, hear our prayer;
People And let our cry come to you.
O�ciant Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored the dignity of
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the Unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

People Amen.

The People remain seated or kneel for the carol.
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Carol Stille Nacht

Those who are able, please stand for the Christmas Blessing.
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The Christmas Blessing

O�ciant May Almighty God, who sent the Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his
holiness.

People Amen.
O�ciant May God, who sent angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, �ll you with

joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.
People Amen.
O�ciant May God, who in theWord made �esh joined heave to heart and earth to heaven, give

You peace and favor.
People Amen.
O�ciant And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon

you and remain with you for ever.
People Amen.

Carol Adeste fideles
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The Dismissal
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Toccata on “Antioch” Craig Phillips (b. 1961)

Those who wish to receive Christmas communion
may come forward and find a seat near the front.
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The Choir of The Church of the Holy Trinity
Soprano: Carol Haley, Kate Hornstein, Maria Oesterreich, Abigail Raiford

Alto: Allison Bishop, Madeline Co�ey, Madeline Rathbun, Kendra Wieneke
Tenor: Samuel Friedman, BJ Hillinck, David Morton

Bass: Richard Berg, Patrick Valdes-Dapena, Jeremy Harr, Thomas Pellaton, Samuel Rachmuth
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THANKS TO THOSEWHOHAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO OUR CHRISTMAS

FLOWERS &MUSIC
InMemory of:

Bronti Baptiste, PhD
Jim Brehm

James Burnosky
Audrinita Fergus

Chris & Betsy Forster
Charles & Jean Goodell

Etelka Gri�n
ShawnHunt

Verna & Richard Jackson
Mike Lawler

Marian &Murray MacDougal
George Norman
Frances Qualter
Janice Rhymer
Bethel Stannard
Ken &Mary Tylee

All former CHT parishioners who have gone to Glory.
and

In thanksgiving for the CHT choir and Adam Koch

ANTHEM SPONSORSHIP
Today’s anthem, There is No Rose by Margaret Burk, is
sponsored by Matthew Koerner and Adam Koch in
honor of family and friends. Information on sponsoring
the choir is on the website: www.holytrnity-nyc.org, in
these announcements, and on the information table in
the church.

SERVING THIS EVENING
Ushers: Ardyth Behn andMary Napier
Lectors: Andy Achsen, Erlinda Brent, Suzanne Julig,
andWendyWright.
O�ciant & Preacher: The Rev. John Bedding�eld
Deacon: The Rev. Pamela Tang

IN OUR PRAYERS
We pray for Karolina, Victoria, Marlin, Robert, Jean,
Monserrat, Michael, Richard, Frank, Karen, James,
Helen, John, Joe, Sandra, Bill, Pat, Frances, Brian, Susan,
Tom, Sean, Mitchell, Bea, John, Emma, Judy, Mary,
Steve, Megan, Jackie, David.

Praying with our Link Parish in London of St.
Stephen with St. John. We especially pray for SSSJ as they
celebrate Christmastide and begin a new year in mission
and ministry.

Keeping our Prayer List Current. Names remain on
the list through the end of the calendar month, but are
refreshed for the �rst Sunday of each month.

HOLY GOSSIP
Please notice that there will be no in-persson services at
Holy Trinity from December 26 through December 30.
Our regular Morning Prayer participants will be joining
the Diocese of New York’s Morning Prayer online.
Details can be found on the church website or the
Diocesan website at https://dioceseny.org/

WORSHIP ANDMUSIC
Are you interested in singing in the Holy Trinity
Choir? If you or somebody you know (singers do not
need to be members of Holy Trinity) would be interested
in joining the Holy Trinity Choir, please email Adam
Koch: apkoch@holytrinity-nyc.org.

Choir and Music Sponsorship. If you would like to
give the gift of music, please complete the form that can
be found at the back of the church or visit the church
website to complete the interest form. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Adam Koch, Director of
Music, via email or by calling the church o�ce. Thank
you for your continued support of music at the Church
of the Holy Trinity!
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STEWARDSHIP
It's not too late to pledge!
Stewardship packets are in the back of the church, and
it's also possible to make a pledge on the church
website. We have received 83 pledges totaling
$328,560.58 Our goal for 2024 is $350,815.

OUTREACH & SOCIAL JUSTICE
(Holy Trinity Neighborhood Center, Inc.)
HTNC - HTNC serves sit-down, cooked meals to our
neighborhood guests who join us on Saturdays at 5:15
PM. To volunteer by helping to cook or set up, come to
the basement of the Mission House (the large building
to the west of the main church) Saturday between 3:00
PM and 3:30 PM. Last Saturday, HTNC served 86
neighbors! Contact Joe Lipuma.
(jlipuma27@gmail.com)

COMMUNITY LIFE
Yoga at Holy Trinity. We will not meet for yoga on
December 26, but will resume on January 2. Join us for
yoga in the main church on Tuesdays from 12:30 PM
to 1:30 PM. All levels are welcome. The class is free,
though donations are welcome and go to support the
programs of HTNC. For questions, contact registered
yoga teacher and parishioner Liz Poole at
lizpoolenyc@hotmail.com.

GET INVOLVED
Acolytes: Susan Valdes-Dapena;
susan@valdes-dapena.net
Altar Guild: Alden Prouty; alden.prouty@gmail.com
Choir & Music: Adam Koch directs the 11:00 AM
choir: apkoch@holytrinity-nyc.org. Calvyn du Toit
leads the 6:00 PM band: calvyn@protonmail.com
Holy Trinity Neighborhood Center (lunch, dinner,
shelter or other programs): www.htncnyc.org
Lectors (serve as readers in worship services): Yvonne
O’Neal; Yvonne.oneal@gmail.com

Sunday School: Oluyemisi Ariyibi sennyb@yahoo.com
Trinity Cares (assists with such tasks as grocery
shopping, dog walking, or escort to a doctor, or to
church): Patsy Weille; highlandmb4@gmail.com
Ushers (volunteer to greet people at worship services
and o�er hospitality): Liz Poole;
lizpoolenyc@hotmail.com
Yoga at Holy Trinity Liz Poole:
lizpoolenyc@hotmail.com

PARISH CLERGY & STAFF
The Rev. John F. Bedding�eld, D.Min., Rector
jfbedding�eld@holytrinity-nyc.org
212-289-4100, ext. 204
The Rev. Deacon Pamela Tang, Deacon
pmtang38@gmail.com
The Rev. Canon J. Douglas Ousley
Hon. Asst., ousleyjd@yahoo.com
The Rev. Margaret (Margie) Tuttle
Hon. Asst. mtuttle3054@gmail.com
Adam P. Koch, Director of Music & Organist
212-289-4100, ext. 209; apkoch@holytrinity-nyc.org
Calvyn du Toit, Sunday EveningMusical Director,
calvyn@protonmail.com
Erlinda Brent, Parish Secretary
212-289-4100, ext. 201, ebrent@holytrinity-nyc.org
José Cornier and Ozell Ryant, Sextons

The Vestry (with year of term ending listed)
Wardens: Christopher Abelt (2023)
Jeanne Blazina (2025)
GeneralMembers of the Vestry:Hal Barth (2024)
Paul Chernick, secretary (2025),
Lydia Colon (2025), Leona Fredericks (2023)
Jean Geater (2023), Scott Hess (2024),
Joseph Lipuma (2024), Marlin Mattson (2025)
Fabio Mejia (2025), Liz Poole (2024),
Donald Schermerhorn (2023),
Christine du Toit, treasurer (2023)
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A Brief but Complicated History of The Church of the Holy Trinity

The original Church of the Holy Trinity stood at 42nd Street and Madison Avenue, founded by the Rev.
Stephen H. Tyng, Jr. in 1864. He was followed by the Rev. Dr. Wilbur F. Watkins, and the Rev. Dr. E.
Walpole Warren. In the early 1890s, as Holy Trinity sought to move northward, the possibility developed for
Holy Trinity to combine with St. James Church. Serena Rhinelander, who wanted to build a church as a
memorial to her father and grandfather, bought out her relatives to amass a parcel of land on East 88th
Street, and plans began to take shape for a new mission church. In 1897, St. Christopher’s Mission House,
the �rst building of the Holy Trinity complex, was dedicated. The old Holy Trinity building in midtown
sold for $750,000, which allowed $200,000 to create an endowment for the new Holy Trinity, and the
remainder of the money to go to St. James, who could then retire the mortgage on its new church building.
When the rector of St. James retired, the former rector of Holy Trinity became rector of St. James, and the
Rev. Dr. James B. Chalmers, became the �rst vicar of Holy Trinity’s new incarnation. After Dr. Chalmers,
Holy Trinity was led by vicars, the Rev. Samuel Dorrance, 1919-1926; the Rev. Dudley St. Stark, 1926-1932;
the Rev. William J. Dietrich, 1932-1940; and the Rev. James A. Paul who began as vicar but was made the
�rst rector with Holy Trinity’s independence in 1951.
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The Church of the Holy Trinity
316 E 88th Street

New York, New York 10128
212-289-4100

www.holytrinity-nyc.org
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